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it certainly was a most extraordinary thing that this
connection, slight as it was, should have been established
between Venner and Alcott. Vernier who had mysteri-
ously disappeared, and Alcott who had as mysteriously
appeared, after a silence of seven years.
Dr. Priestley could make nothing of ic, until a chance
remark of Faversham's occurred to him. In describing
his identification of Alcott's body, he had said that any
description which he could have given from memory
might have applied to a thousand people, Venner among
them. There must, then, have been some fleeting
resemblance between the two.
A very curious theory began to take shape in Dr.
Priestley's brains. It was possible that Venner, some
time before his disappearance, had become acquainted
with Alcott, and had noticed the resemblance. Wishing
to disappear, he had taken Alcott into his confidence.
He had offered Alcott a sum of twenty-five thousand
pounds, to be paid in dollars, with which Alcott was to
go to America and stay there. In return, Venner was
to assume Alcott's name and personality.
This scheme was put into operation as soon as Venner
was in a position to draw the necessary sum from the
bank. He then drew twenty-five thousand for Alcott,
and five thousand for himself, upon which to live for
the present. He would not wish to give any clue to his
whereabouts by cashing cheques until he had made
himself secure under his new identity. Taking the whole
thirty thousand with him, he had, on the evening of
November 15th, gone to some appointed rendezvous with
Alcott, and handed over the dollars.
The theory was quite plausible so far. Venner, as
Alcott, had changed one of his ten-pound notes at
Milsom and Green's, and, when called upon to sign itv
had done so in his new name, But how to account for

